XTMPI IGCSE SPEAKING TOPICS COVERED IN 2023-24




ENCOURAGEMENT

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about encouragement.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:

How does encouragement impact personal growth and achievement?

You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.

Here are some ideas to help you:

Its significance in promoting personal development.

A personal story illustrating the transformative power of encouragement.

Strategies teachers can use to cultivate a culture of encouragement in the classroom.
Encouragement in academic, professional and personal life.

Its influence on motivation, resilience and goal accomplishment.

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been discussing the importance of encouragement, and | would like to ask you some more
guestions on this topic.

How does a lack of encouragement impact self-esteem and motivation?

Should society promote a culture of encouragement? Why or why not?

Can excessive encouragement have negative effects? If so, how?

What are effective ways to encourage friends or family members facing challenges or pursuing
goals?

How can schools and workplaces foster environments that support and encourage students or
employees?

How can technology and social media spread positivity and encouragement in today's digital age?
What is the role of encouragement in sports and competition? How does it influence performance?
How can individuals overcome self-doubt and learn to encourage themselves?

What role does constructive criticism play in the context of encouragement and personal growth?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




HOBBIES, FREE TIME & LEISURE ACTIVITIES

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about hobbies and leisure activities.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:

How do hobbies and leisure activities contribute to personal well-being and fulfillment?
You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.

Here are some ideas to help you:
= Their importance in enhancing quality of life.
= Strategies for integrating hobbies into a busy schedule.
= How hobbies and leisure activities facilitate social connections and community engagement.
= Mental health benefits such as stress reduction, mindfulness and overall happiness.
= The role of hobbies in promoting creativity and self-expression.

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been discussing hobbies and leisure activities, and | would like to ask you some more questions
on this topic.

=  What role do hobbies and leisure activities play in maintaining a healthy work-life balance?

= How can individuals discover new hobbies that align with their interests and personalities?

=  Should hobbies be pursued solely for enjoyment, or can they also serve as avenues for personal
growth and skill development?

= How can families incorporate leisure activities into their routines to strengthen bonds and create
lasting memories?

= |n what ways do hobbies and leisure pursuits contribute to stress relief and relaxation?

= Can hobbies and leisure activities foster creativity and innovation in other aspects of life?

=  Which factors influence the types of hobbies individuals pursue?

= What impact does the digital age and technology have on the types of leisure activities people
engage in?

= How can communities encourage and support individuals in exploring diverse leisure activities and
hobbies?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




EDUCATION

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about higher education.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer these guestions:

What are the benefits of pursuing higher education?
How can you as students be well informed about your educational choices after school?

You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

= Networking — social connections and cultural exposure.

= Field Specializations — what, why and how do you choose?

= Paying for your Studies — tuition cost and scholarship opportunities.
= University Support — on an academic or personal level.

= Information — ways to be informed about choices and opportunities.

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been discussing higher education, and | would like to ask you some more questions on this topic.

= What are your plans after your school graduation? Which countries are you considering and why?

= |s cost a major factor that affects your decision of where and when you will study? What can you do
to tackle this problem? (think about financial aid, loans, scholarships etc.)

= Are you considering taking a gap year? Why/Why not?

= |n what ways do you believe pursuing higher education can positively affect your future?

=  What challenges/difficulties do you think students commonly face when seeking higher education
and how can they overcome them?

= Does your morning or afternoon school assist you become more knowledgeable regarding your
future education choices? (be specific/provide examples)

= What advice would you give to someone who is wondering which is best: going to university right
after school or joining the workforce and getting a job immediately after high school?

= What role do you believe internships or practical work experiences play in enhancing your
education and career prospects?

= How important do you consider the reputation and ranking of a university or institution when
making your decision about where to pursue higher education?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




ENVIRONMENT & WEATHER

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about the environmental challenges in your region.
You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:

What are the major environmental challenges in the world and how can individuals contribute to
addressing these issues?

You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

= Pollution: Discuss air, water, and soil pollution.

= Deforestation: Explore the impact of deforestation on the environment.

= (Climate Change: Talk about the specific climate change issues affecting our planet.

= Biodiversity Loss (Plants, Animals, Natural Resources): Highlight the loss of biodiversity and its
consequences.

= Sustainable Practices: Share examples of sustainable practices and initiatives that people can do.

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been talking about environmental challenges, and | would like to ask you some more questions
on this topic.

=  What role should governments play in addressing environmental issues?

= Have you personally witnessed any effects of climate change in your country?

= How can technology help in resolving environmental problems?

= Are there any environmental projects or initiatives that you find particularly inspiring?

=  What lifestyle adjustments can individuals make to reduce their environmental impact?

=  Why s it important to keep green spaces and parks clean and what can individuals and authorities
do to maintain their cleanliness?

= Do you think climate change is a serious issue? Why?

= How can businesses adopt eco-friendly practices in their daily operations to reduce their
environmental impact?

=  What methods can we employ to educate individuals about environmental issues, including causes
and potential solutions?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




FOOD & DRINKS

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about the food culture in your country.
You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:
What makes the cuisine of your country unique, and why is it worth exploring?
You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

= Different foods and local specialties

= Traditional cooking methods and recipes

= Street food and food markets

= |nfluence from other countries
= Healthy eating

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been talking about happiness, and | would like to ask you some more questions on this topic.

=  Why s it important for people to lead a healthy lifestyle?

= What is considered a healthy lifestyle? Provide examples and characteristics of a healthy lifestyle.

= Qverall, do you lead a healthy or unhealthy lifestyle? Why?

= Do you or your family prepare or grow your own food?

= Do you think that schools should teach all young people how to cook?

= Do you believe that people know how their food is produced? What do you think about this aspect?

= Do you agree with the suggestion that people should only eat the food that comes from their own
country?

= How does technology affect people's ability to maintain a healthy lifestyle?

= What are some potential obstacles that prevent individuals from adopting healthier habits and how
can they be overcome?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




CULTURE AND COMMUNITY

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about human rights.
You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:
What are human rights and why do they matter?
You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

= Explain what human rights are and give some examples.

= Share if you feel that you have all the human rights you need.

= Discuss a time that you felt your rights were violated.

= Say which human right you think is most important and why.
= Reflect on whether you always respect other people's rights.

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been discussing human rights and | would like to ask you some more questions on this topic.

= Can you share any personal experiences related to the violation or protection of human rights in
your own country / school?

= Are there any specific human rights initiatives or projects that you find particularly inspiring?

= How the role of education can promote human rights, respect and understanding?

= How can schools better educate students about their human rights and the rights of others?

= What individual actions do you believe can influence the improvement of human rights in our
society?

= Do you believe that raising awareness about human rights violations is effective in promoting
positive change? How is that achieved?

= |n your opinion, what role do governments play in protecting and promoting human rights and what
steps do you think they should take?

= What everyday actions can individuals take to support human rights in their communities?

= What role do non-governmental organizations play in protecting human rights and how can
individuals get involved with their efforts?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




HAPPINESS

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about happiness.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:

What are some of the things that make you happy?
You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

= relationships

=  work
= hobbies
= pature

= helping others

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been talking about happiness, and | would like to ask you some more questions on this topic.

= |n what ways do you feel satisfied with your life right now? Give specific examples.

= Describe a happy moment you have recently experienced. Say what it was, where it happened and
how it made you feel.

= What are some things that could make you feel happier than you are now?

= Mention a hobby or activity that consistently brings you joy and describe how this hobby or activity
enhances your overall happiness and satisfaction.

= What are two things that make you unhappy? (Why?)

= |s there a connection between wealth and happiness? (Why? Why not?)

= We are the most comfortable generation, but are we the most joyful? Discuss.

=  What advice would you give to someone who is struggling to be happy?

= Do you think it is possible to be happy all the time?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




LEADERSHIP

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about role models and leaders, discussing the importance of having positive figures
to look up to.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:

Why are role models and leaders crucial in shaping individuals and society, and who is a role model or
leader that has inspired you?

You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

= |nspiration and Motivation

= Guidance and Personal Development
=  Community Building

= Setting Examples

= Empowerment

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been discussing role models and leaders, and | would like to ask you some more questions on this
topic.

= Can you share a specific moment or event where a role model or leader made a significant impact
on your life or community? Explain.

= |n your opinion, what qualities or characteristics make an individual an effective and inspiring
leader?

= Are there any leaders that you admire?

= Have you ever had the opportunity to meet or interact with someone you consider a role model or
leader? If so, can you describe the experience and the impact it had on you?

= What challenges do you think leaders in your community or country currently face and how do you
believe they should address them?

= Do you think it's essential for leaders to have a global perspective in today's world? How can leaders
balance the needs of their local community with broader global concerns?

= How do you embody qualities you admire in your role models or leaders?

= Can you describe a time when you faced a challenge or obstacle that required leadership qualities
to overcome?

= |n your view, how important is mentorship in raising future leaders? Have you had any mentors in
your life, and how have they influenced your personal or professional development?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




TECHNOLOGY

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about technology in your life.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:
How important is technology in your life?

You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.

Here are some ideas to help you:

= Daily life
= School
= |nternet
= Social Media
= QOther
PART THREE

FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been discussing technology in your life and | would like to ask you some more questions on this
topic.

=  What is your favourite app? (Tell me about that.)

= Do you think you spend too much time online? (Why is that?)

= How has technology changed in your lifetime? (Tell me about that.)

=  What are some of the benefits of the internet? (Tell me about that.)

=  What are some of the dangers of the internet? (Why is that?)

= How much time should very young children spend on the internet? (Why is that?)
= Do you think that technological advances are always a good thing? (Why is that?)
=  What do you think the next advances in technology will be? (Tell me about that.)

= How could countries help to encourage more inventors? (Tell me about that.)

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




TRAVELLING, MY TOWN & COUNTRY

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about your town and why people should visit your country.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:

Why should people visit your country and what makes your town a great place to start their journey?
You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

= Cultural diversity and heritage

= Natural beauty and landscapes

= Historical landmarks and attractions
= Local cuisine and food culture

=  Hospitality

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been discussing your town and country, and | would like to ask you some more questions on this
topic.

= Can you describe a specific local event or festival that makes your town unique? Why do you think
it's worth experiencing?

= |nyour opinion, what is the best time of year for tourists to visit your country?

=  Why do you believe your town and country stand out as a desirable travel destination and what
unique cultural or natural aspects set it apart from other places?

=  Could you tell me about the parks and green areas in your town and explain how they make it a
more charming and enjoyable place?

= Have you travelled to other countries before? If so, which countries have you visited, and what was
your most memorable experience?

= What motivates you to travel to new places or countries? Is it primarily for leisure, cultural
exploration, education, or other reasons?

= Are there any specific countries or regions that you dream of visiting in the future? What interests
you about those places?

= What is your favourite aspect of experiencing a new culture when you travel, and why?

= Do you believe that travel broadens one's perspective and enhances personal growth? If so, can you
share a specific example of how travel has impacted your life?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




FESTIVALS & SPECIAL OCCASIONS

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about festivals and special occasions in your country.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:

What is a famous festival in your country and what happens on that day/days?
You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

=  What is this festival? Describe.

= |ts cultural significance and tradition.

= The way it engages the community.

= The economic impact it has on your country. Is it positive or Negative?
= Any personal experiences with this festival.

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been discussing festivals and special occasions, and | would like to ask you some more questions

on this topic.

= What is your favorite festival or special occasion? (Tell me about that.)

= How do you typically celebrate this festival or special occasion? (Describe your traditions.)
= Do you think it is important to celebrate these types of events?

= How have festivals and special occasions changed over the years? (Tell me about that.)

= What are some of the benefits of celebrating festivals and special occasions? (Tell me about that.)

= Are there any drawbacks to celebrating festivals and special occasions? (Why is that?)

= How important is it to preserve traditional festivals and special occasions? (Why is that?)

= |n what ways do festivals and special occasions contribute to the local economy and tourism?
(Discuss that.)

= How do you think festivals and special occasions might evolve in the future? (Describe your
predictions.)

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




SOCIAL MEDIA

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about social media in your life.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:

How significant is social media in your life?
You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

= Daily interactions.

= Connection with friends and family.

= Influence on personal interests and hobbies.

= |mpact on self-expression and identity.

= Opportunities and challenges of social media use.

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been discussing social media, and | would like to ask you some more questions on this topic.

=  What is your opinion about people who spend lots of time on social network websites?

= What are some advantages and disadvantages of sharing comments, ideas and images on such
websites?

= |nyour opinion is cyber-bullying worse than face-to-face bullying? (explain)

= Do you think that parents should consider limiting their children’s use of networking sites? (Why?)

= They say that more use of the internet means less real communication. Do you agree? (explain)

= |ssocial media a good way for businesses to advertise their products? (Why?)

=  What effect do social media have on globalization?

= Do you agree with the claim that using social media is the most powerful way to change society?

= How can we better protect users' privacy and security on social media?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




ART

PART TWO
STUDENT'S CARD

You are going to talk about art.

You may use some or all of the ideas listed below in your talk, but you must answer this question:

What role does art play in your life?
You must talk for 1 to 2 minutes. You have 1 minute to think and make notes before your talk begins.
Here are some ideas to help you:

= Pictures and artworks you have in your house and what they mean to you.

= A memorable experience of visiting an art exhibition and your impressions.

® Your thoughts on the idea that anyone can become a successful artist.

= The perspective on whether art galleries and museums should be free to enter.

= Your opinion on the value of famous paintings or sculptures compared to the prices they charge.

PART THREE
FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

We have been talking about art, and | would like to ask you some more questions on this topic.

= Do you think creativity is something you are born with or something that can be learned?
= Do you consider yourself a creative person? What talents do you have?

=  Should artistic people keep their work private or share it publicly? Why?

=  Should there be restrictions or censorship on art? When and why? (explain)

= How can art contribute to social change?

= What role does art play in education? Provide two examples.

= Does commercialization help or harm art?

= How do technological advancements affect art? Can technology produce/help art?

= How can we support aspiring artists?

Thank you. That is the end of Part Three.




